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to Bricks
CV2 building not
finished, current
construction delayed
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SPORTS

CEFCU Stadium
Spartan Stadium has officially been
renamed this summer to CEFCU
Stadium after the company bought the
naming rights to the stadium.
P. 6
ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

Was ‘Suicide Squad’
worth all the hype?
The newest superhero flick was a big hit
with audiences but critics say it flopped
despite a star-studded cast. The full
review is inside.
P. 3
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SJSU junior forward, middle, Dorthe Hoppius collides with Sacramento State
defender Chelsea Arnold, left, while trying to score a goal in the Spartans 1-0
double overtime win on Sunday August 21 at the SJSU Football Practice Field.
See
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Incoming first-year students are being housed
temporarily in the bricks while they wait to
move into the new Campus Village 2 building.
More than 800 students are directly affected
by this housing delay and are currently living
in crowded triples in the poorly maintained
Hoover, Royce and Washburn Hall, also known
as “the Bricks.”
“My room is dusty, dirty and to top it all
off, it smells inside,” said Donovan Tamayo,
a freshman health science major living in
Hoover Hall.
According to the housing website, the
university decreased the temporary housing rate
for all students that were supposed to be living
in the newest university housing but instead got
assigned into the oldest residential halls.

Should studying
abroad be required?
P. 4

Should Malia Obama be
criticized for her actions?
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THE SPEAR
FROM AROUND SAN JOSE

New President to begin
term this week at SJSU
BY DARCIE ORTIQUE
STAFF WRITER
San Jose State University’s newly
appointed president, Dr. Mary Papazian,
will speak to the SJSU community for the
first time at the Fall Welcome Address.
Her address will target initiatives for the
university such as recruiting new faculty
members, helping incoming freshmen follow
four-year degree programs and the building
of an interdisciplinary science center.
Papazian will also address some of the issues
regarding race and introduce the new Office
of Diversity and Inclusion, where students
can voice their concerns about cultural issues.
California State Board of Trustees appointed

Papazian, the third female president in
SJSU history on Jan. 27. She is a Southern
California native and UCLA alumni where
she obtained her bachelor’s, master’s and
Ph.D in English. Prior to becoming a part
of the Spartan family, Papazian served as
the president of Southern Connecticut State
University (SCSU), in New Haven, Conn.
since Feb. 1 2012.
In the past, Papazian has helped enhance
the lives of students and faculty of SCSU
and is determined to make a difference for
the SJSU community also. Jasmine Fenton,
a recent graduate of SCSU said, “Here at
Southern, we started having a lot more
programs that are just more welcoming

Photo courtesy of SJSU Strategic
Communications and Public Affairs

SJSU’s President Mary Papazian to speak
at Fall Welcome Address.
and friendly and inviting. She [Papazian]
definitely has had a lot of improvements as
far as registration and opening up our

See
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Rapists need to get harsher sentences
KAVIN MISTRY | SPARTAN DAILY

Carmen Cincotti (right) watches Michelle Lesco
(right)
(left) clean herself after she inhaled 56 tacos.

Chacho’s second
annual Taco Festival
RESULTS:
1ST
JOEY CHESTNUT
2ND CARMEN CINCOTTI
3RD
MICHELLE LESCO
4TH
ADRIAN MORGAN

79 TACOS
68 TACOS
56 TACOS
53 TACOS

Former SJSU alum Joey Chestnut, the world record holder in the
Nathan’s hot dog eating contest held
on the fourth of July competed in
the Chacho’s Taco eating contest on
Saturday August 20. Chestnut won
the contest by eating 79 tacos in
eight minutes, but fell 24 tacos short
of beating Matt Stonie’s record of
103, which he set last year.
The Spear includes coverage
from events around San Jose

DIANA SAN JUAN
STAFF WRITER
As a student, your college
campus becomes your second
home. As soon as you become
a kindergartner, you are taught
to believe that the safest place
you can be at is school.
As more and more college
campus rape cases surface, that
place you once called your safe
place becomes the setting of
many nightmares.
A few months ago the country
was enraged when Stanford
University swimmer Brock
Turner received a six-month jail
sentence for sexually assaulting
an unconscious woman after a
campus fraternity party.
On Aug. 10 the same
thing occurred when former
University
of
ColoradoBoulder student Austin James
Wilkerson, 22, was sentenced

to two years of work or
school release and probation
for doing just what Turner
did. He sexually assaulted an
unconscious woman after a St.
Patrick’s Day party in 2014.
It amazes me and many
others across the country as
to how many times things like
this happen and with little to
no consequences.
You cannot go through your
Facebook or Twitter feed
without coming across these
stories and the angry comments
the public leaves behind.
Prosecutors asked for a sixyear prison sentence for Turner
and a four to 12-year prison
sentence for Wilkerson, neither
of which happened. Though
both men have to register
as sex offenders no real-life
punishment was given to them.
According to CNN, Santa
Clara
County
Supreme
Court Judge Aaron Persky
said Turner’s age and lack
of criminal history made
his
sentence
appropriate.
Meaning as long as you are in
your twenties, haven’t killed
someone, robbed a bank or

shot up a nightclub you can go
on raping women without any
time behind prison bars.
In the Wilkerson case District
Court Judge Patrick Butler also
gave the defendant a more than
unfair sentence. These judges
make it seem like the future of
the rapists are more valuable
than the lives of their victims.
It is terrifying to think that
things like this happen and that
it can happen to anyone. It can
happen to me.
Both Turner and Wilkerson
were involved in school
activities. Turner was a
swimmer and according to the
Daily Camera of Boulder, Colo.
Wilkerson was a “Ralphie
handler while in school,
running with the university’s
buffalo mascot before home
football games.” Does this
mean we should be more afraid
of people who are involved in
school activities versus those
who just study? That’s what it
seems like. Those people are
more important to society than
the average student.
Wilkerson’s victim was a
freshman and did not report

the crime to police because she
was struggling to determine
whether what happened to her
was rape or not. According to
the Daily Camera, he digitally
penetrated her, performed
oral sex on her and then
masturbated. He did all of this
while she was unconscious.
If that isn’t considered rape, I
don’t know what is.
“Maybe it’s my fault, just
another drunk, stupid thing
that I did,” said the victim in
the police report, according to
the Daily Camera.
Like her, many victims do not
come forward.
According to the National
Sexual Violence Resource
Center, less than five percent of
completed or attempted rapes
against college women were
reported to law enforcement.
According to the Daily
Camera, a 2015 sexual
misconduct survey of 13,000
Colorado University students
found that the most common
reason sexual assault victims
did not tell authorities was that

See
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Freshman aerospace engineering student Joshua
Guzman enters his room, waiting for his transfer to CV2.
Students that paid to live in Campus
Village 2 are expected to transition into
apartment style housing within two to
four weeks.
“We are finishing up and ensuring
that the structure has been inspected
by all the safety inspectors before we
open the new building,” said Pat Lopes
Harris, director of San Jose State
media relations.
Campus Village 2 is located on the
south-east corner of campus and it is
exclusively open to fi rst-year students.

Resident adviser Ashley Washington greets a pair of incoming freshmen on move in day as they enter into Royce
Hall on Saturday, August 20. Many new students are waiting for the completion of the new CV2 building.

This modern 10-story building features
double rooms that open to shared
hallways and each have an activity room,
laundry room and study room.
But for now freshmen are living in
antiquated residence halls that are
scheduled for demolishment.
“We are going to demolish two of
the three brick structures,” Pat Lopes
Harris said.
After the displaced freshmen move
out of the bricks the university plans
to destroy Royce and Hoover, with the

CHECK US OUT THE
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AT SJSUNEWS.COM

exception of Washburn Hall, to make
way for the new Student Recreation and
Aquatic Center.
Freshman business major Jaimie Lo
currently rooming in Royce Hall said
that accommodations in the bricks are
not what she hoped for but she is not the
type to complain.
“I feel that it can be worse so I am
just trying to make the best out of it,”
Lo said.
The university has promised the
affected freshmen that they will hire
professional movers that will assist with
the moving in process once Campus
Village 2 is opened.

PRESIDENT
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
community to students to have
summer classes.”
SJSU students have expressed the
need for a president who is willing to
address social and academic needs. Julia
McNeary, a graduating senior at SJSU,
suggests Papazian is present on campus.
McNeary said, “Show we’re not just ID
numbers, but we’re students and we all
have different, diverse backgrounds and
those different and diverse backgrounds
are important to her,” she added.
One of Papazian’s goals is to ensure that
incoming freshmen graduate within four
years. Senior psychology student Mariah
Reneau said “When I was a freshman, I
was kind of told information that really
limited the amount of classes I could take
or the classes that I should’ve taken, no
one really told me that. I had to find out
everything on my own.”
Based upon her experience, Reneau
suggested that the new president find a
way to get students better informed about
their graduation requirements, so they are
not in school longer than they need to be.

In spite of all the expected extra help,
not all students remain optimistic
with their current living situation in
the bricks.
“I don’t feel comfortable here and I
am just trying to move into Campus
Village 2 as soon as possible,” said
Romy Buranov, a freshman staying in
the bricks.
To lighten the housing burden, students
are receiving $150 gold points for oncampus dining and a San Jose State
sweatshirt as a token for their patience.

Follow Itzel on Twitter
@itzelcastronews

For others, recognizing the need to bring
both the administration and the students
together is important. Natalie Smith,
a transfer student studying Criminal
Justice said, “I’m hoping she creates unity
between all groups of people. Without
unity, there is no understanding of other
people’s backgrounds.”
According to College Board, SJSU is
home to about 26,822 undergraduates
and 3,461 degree-seeking freshmen. As
a result, Papazian is taking the steps to
meet as many students as possible at the
Fall Welcome Address. Senior Political
Science student Jayde Griffith said “I plan
on attending the Fall Welcome Address.
Not only will I be working that event
because I am an orientation leader, but I
would like to hear what she has to say and
her plan going into this school year.”
Students, parents and affiliates of the
SJSU community are invited to attend
Papazian’s Fall Welcome Address. She will
speak at noon on Aug. 25 in the Student
Union Ballroom. This event is wheelchair
accessible and will be streamed live on the
SJSU homepage.

Follow Darcie on Twitter
@darc_alexandria
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The San Jose State Student Union will host new President Mary Papazian’s Fall
Welcome Address. It will be her first formal speech of the fall semester.
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Summer Hits
“One Dance” By Drake feat. WizKid & Kyla
Drake started off the summer early with his album Views, featuring this
fun infectious jam. Toronto has a large Carribean population, and it’s
REYLRXV'UDNHWRRNDORWRILQˊXHQFHIURP:HVW,QGLDQPXVLFLQWKLV
DOEXPVSURGXFWLRQ:KHWKHU\RXZHUHOLVWHQLQJWRWKHUDGLRDWWKH
beach or on a roadtrip, this song likely playing in the background, for
better vibes or worse.
“Can’t Stop The Feeling” By Justin Timberlake
Justin Timberlake is no stranger to the Billiboard charts, with this song
being his 10th top 10 hit over his career. A catchy song that was played
all over the radio and in the clubs this summer, it seems like Timberlake’s strong career is still here to stay.
“This is what you came for” By Calvin Harris & Rihanna
:KHQ\RXFRPELQHDWDOHQWHGVLQJHUDQG'-LWȠVDOPRVWDOZD\VD
winning combination (look no further than Justin Bieber’s last album
produced by Skrillex). “This is what you came for is soft and poppy EDM
song that likely appealed more to Rihanna and pop fans than big fans of
('05HJDUGOHVVLIWKLVZDV\RXUVXPPHUMDPRUQRW\RXGHˉQLWO\KHDUG
the chorus more than a few times this summer.
“Panda” By Desiigner
PANDA. PANDA. PANDA. Desiigner’s breakout. Soundcloud hit all about
3DQGDV%0:ȠVDQG)DQWDZDVDEVRXOHWO\XQHVFDSDEOHWKLVVXPPHU,WȠV
QRWYHU\RIWHQWKDWDUDSSHUVˉUVWVLQJOHJRHV1XPEHURQWKHELOOERDUG
top 100, but that’s exactly what the 19-year-old Brooklyn native did.
'HVLLJQHUVLJQHGWR.DQ\H:HVWȠVUHFRUGODEHO*22'0XVLF,QFVKRUWO\
after the song wen viral, so expect more music from this young artist.
“H.O.L.Y” By Florida Georgia Line
The latest hit song from one of pop-country’s hottest bands is a slow,
URPDQWLFEDOODG+2/<VWDQGVIRUKRZWKHVLQJHUIHHOVDERXWWKHJLUOKH
LVVLQJLQJWRKLVȢDQJHOȣ+HIHHOVȢKLJKRQORYLQJ\RX KHU ȣ)XQIDFW
)ORULGD*HRUJLD/LQHȠV%ULDQ.HOOH\DQG7\OHU+XEEDUGSODQWRUHOHDVH
their own line of whiskey this summer.
Information compiled by Casey Geier
Information gathered from Billboard

‘Suicide Squad’ is so bad it’s good
By VINCENTE
SERNA-ESTRADA
STAFF WRITER
Suicide Squad is the summer
hit that has been torn to shreds.
Critics on Rotten Tomatoes gave
the movie a frightful 26% rating,
while audiences everywhere
are raving about these wicked
villains. Fans all over the world
love the movie so much that they
started a petition to shut down
Rotten Tomatoes.
Many critics said that the
editing of the movie is so jumbled
and choppy that it feels rushed,
which is true, but in a way it adds
to the overall theme of the movie.
It’s a dirty, fast paced and
funny movie that doesn’t need
much backstory. I was pleased
with the movie and I loved the
corrupt villains, but I can’t help
but agree with some of the points
these critics make.
With Batman and Superman
being out of the picture there is
a fear of metahumans entering
this world and using their super
abilities for evil. Amanda Waller,
played by Viola Davis, assembles
Task Force X, a group of “The
worst of the worst” that somehow
find a place in our hearts.
Not only did writer-director
David Ayer have to give the
audience an understanding of
each villain’s background, he
nailed them all down within the
first 17 minutes of the movie. I
think many felt this was rushed
and they didn’t get to connect
with each character.
These
villainous
heroes
and their less-than-charming

behaviors are what drive the
movie forward. Margot Robbie
as Harley Quinn, the psychiatrist
gone crazy, leaves audiences in
awe. She is mischievous, oddly
funny and my favorite of the
bunch. Quinn’s relationship with
Deadshot, played by Will Smith,
evolves into almost a normal
brother and sister relationship
well as normal as one can be
with the Joker’s lady and a
professional hit man.
But the best relationship we
get out of this film is between
Quinn and The Joker, also
known as Quinn’s, “Puddin,”
who is played by Jared Leto. The
connection between these two
is electric and sincere despite
their criminal circumstances.
The Joker’s love and dedication
to Quinn is heartwarming and
inspiring. Let’s just say this
Halloween there are going to be
many couples dressed up as this
devious duo.
The role of The Joker is one
that was highly anticipated
due to the fact that Leto was
wrongfully expected to fill the
shoes of Heath Ledger who
played the Joker in The Dark
Knight (2008). What many
don’t understand is that this
“new” Joker is an incarnation of
Ledger’s past performance that
was taken in a whole different
direction. The Joker is portrayed
as a ruthless, psychotic thug who
is quite amusing and comical.
Though Leto’s performance
was not bad, we saw less of his
character than the many trailers
and posters suggested. Even

Leto himself stated in interview
with IGN, “There were so many
scenes that got cut from the
movie, I couldn’t even start… we
did a lot of experimentation on
the set, we explored a lot. There’s
so much that we shot that’s not in
the film.”
With the intriguingly different
villains that have such epic and
spin-off movie worthy tales, it’s
hard to say the movie was all bad.
The movie needed to be much
longer to tell the story right,
and if you look at the deleted
scenes you’ll see that there was
much more to offer. If you were
someone disappointed with the
lack of character development,
the deleted scenes that have been
leaked online give you just that
and even more of the Joker.
The other villains received less
screen time but were fascinating
enough to keep me paying
attention. Many of the other bad
guys had such interesting stories
that made one almost want the
movie to be longer just so their
story could be told.
El Diablo, the fire shooting
gangster played by Jay
Hernandez, is one story that we
don’t fully get to see. Throughout
the whole movie this fire demon
holds back his powers until the
very end, but he does this for a
good reason.
Suicide Squad is playing in
a theater near you and is set to
come out on DVD at the end of
fall, just in time to distract us
for finals.
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Should studying abroad be
required for all students?
Studying abroad provides
a new world experience

TAYLOR JONES
STAFF WRITER
Traveling is one of the best things
a person can do in their life. It opens
up their eyes to new cultures, people,
and far away lands that almost seem
made up. It also helps with knowing
that our world is far more complex
and vast than we think it is.
There is another world just outside
of our borders, but should it be
mandatory for students to study
abroad before they graduate?
This summer, I had the privilege
of studying abroad in Greece and
Germany, two places I have dreamt
of visiting since I was a child. Being
a journalism student, I believe it is
necessary for me me to go out and
see the world before I delve into the
adult world, where my career path
is laden with working with others
from different areas of the globe and
traveling to those parts as well.
I believe that in any academic
dicipline, whether it is business or
health science, studying abroad is
an important part of having an open
mind to different cultures.
Not all majors may require you to
jump on the first plane to Europe
once you graduate, but having the
experience of seeing different ways
of life may broaden a student’s mind
and help them communicate better
with clients and coworkers who are
not from this country.
Discussions and multiple articles
have been written about whether
studying
abroad
should
be
mandatory for students, including
an article with the First Lady giving
her thoughts about going abroad and
why it is beneficial.
On one side you have people
saying that studying abroad is an
opportunity that should should
be taken advantage of in a young
scholar’s life, especially with
globalization becoming a huge factor
in many career paths. The world
market is reaching out to people
from across the globe and working
with another person from a different
country is more than likely in most
career paths.
On the other hand you have the
argument that yes, studying abroad
is a great idea, but it also is very
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expensive. It is a crucial variable
when one starts to think about
going abroad.The thought of putting
college students in more debt when
a staggering number of them are
already in it makes going abroad
seem impossible.
There is the option of applying for
scholarships or taking out loans.
Many argue that the money you
receive from the scholarships is not
that much and the money you have
to pay back from the loans is an
anordamant amount, and must be
payed in a timely fashion.
There will always be pros and cons
to doing anything outside of the
United States. Plane tickets are not
cheap and budgeting your money
while you’re away and when you get
back will be hard as well.
However the lifelong experiences
and amazing people you meet
outweigh any doubt when you go
abroad. You root yourself in a culture
that is foreign to you and deeply
embrace it, learning as you go and
ultimately growing as an individual.
The experiences I went through
during my time in Greece and
Germany were ones that will last
me a lifetime and never would have
happened if I did not take the plunge
to study abroad.
I believe that studying abroad is
a positive step in any career path
because you never know when you
are going to work with someone from
a different background or if you will
need to travel.
I believe that financial aid and
scholarships should be more
accessible and better advertised
for people who want to go abroad
but do not have the funds to do so.
According to the St. Louis PostDispatch a solution to this may be
helping students raise money through
crowdfunding. With this form of
fundraising, students can attain
money that goes towards a program
that will benefit them in the long run.
Studying abroad had always been
something that I had wanted to do,
and when I started getting serious
about it the goal became a reality and
I made some of the best memories
traveling outside of the United
States. Studying abroad should be
mandatory for every student. You
never know what experiences you
can make if you never escape your
comfort zone.
Follow Taylor on Twitter
@tayj95_jones

Traveling abroad isn’t a
realistic option for all students

FRANCISCO FRANCO

STAFF WRITER
While studying abroad has been
known to be a rewarding experience
for many students, making it a
graduation requirement would be a
burden for most and unfortunately
most people’s wages have not.
Students and their families are
struggling to keep food on the table;
a trip to another country is simply
something they cannot afford.
Students
graduating
from
California colleges owe an average
of $21,382 in loans, which is
surprisingly
the
fourth-lowest
among the states, according to
an article published by the San
Francisco Chronicle just last year.
While many schools do attempt
to make study abroad programs
affordable for all students, there are
still extra expenses that should be
taken into consideration.
The cost of studying abroad was
cited by Forbes as the largest nonacademic deterrent among students
in 2014.
Not only do students have to worry
about the cost of the study abroad
program, they must also take into
consideration the cost of airfare,
food, international credit card fees,
an international student identity
card, rent and personal expenses.
Cost is only one of the many
reasons why making studying
abroad a graduation requirement
would present itself as a hardship
for students.
Think about the 4.8 million
undergraduate students that are
raising dependent children. Forty
three percent of which are single
mothers. We should be encouraging
young parents to pursue a higher
education, not introducing more
barriers to them.
Think about the young entrepreneur
looking to start his own small

business while in college. Having
to leave the country for an extended
period of time could seriously halt
whatever momentum this student
had going.
Think about the students living at
home to support ill family members.
As the most recent Sallie Mae survey
states, nearly half of all college
students chose to live at home.
There are countless scenarios in
which studying abroad might not
favor each student, and for some it
might even result in a setback. As
college students, we are educated
enough to decide whether or not
studying abroad would benefit our
individual situations.
Don’t get me wrong, there are
many well documented perks to
studying abroad, but your education
is not being cut short if you don’t
study abroad.
International Student lists taking
in a new culture, honing your
language skills, and new career
opportunities as benefits of studying
abroad. None of the examples listed
are very specific and quite honestly
those are all opportunities we have
access to here in San Jose.
An article published by Forbes
four years ago ranked San Jose
as the most diverse metro in the
United States. San Jose’s diverse
community
can
undoubtedly
prepare you for the global job
market as well as most study
abroad programs. Also, the job
market in the Bay Area is thriving;
I can’t think of a better place in
the world for students to network.
Just last weekend The Mercury
News revealed that the Bay Area
saw 26,600 jobs created during the
month of July, a sign of increasing
economic prosperity.
If you do find yourself interested
in studying abroad, thoroughly
research the program. It would make
little sense to go overseas when the
education you would otherwise
receive here is superior. Unless of
course what you’re really interested
in is an extended vacation.
Follow Francisco on Twitter
@francology_
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problem with society
today. They make it
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
harder for a victim of
rape to come forward
they, “did not think it was
because she or he
serious enough to report.”
thinks that it might be their fault.
Women think it is not serious
With many people blaming girls
enough because we are taught for wearing low-cut shirts or a skirt
to believe we are at fault for the short enough to be raped in we
wrongdoing of rapists. Cases are not getting anywhere. People
like Turner and Wilkerson’s are should be punished and sent to
proof of this.
prison for their wrongdoings.
Why would I want to report a
Sexual assault should be treated
rape, go through the traumatic as exactly what it is: Rape.
process, relive the nightmare
Turner will be set free after
again, if I know my rapist will completing his six-month jail
serve no real time? That is the sentence and Wilkerson will be

free to work and go to school
and be in jail at night while he
sleeps. Meanwhile, their victims
will have to live their entire
lives knowing that they were
taken advantage of. Regretting
every single decision that led
them to that day, that time and
that moment.
According to the National
Sexual Violence Resource Center,
it is estimated that for every 1,000
women attending a college or
university there are 35 incidents
of rape each academic year.
In order for that astonishing and
terrifying number to decrease we

must stand together and protect
our rights and the rights of
others. We have the right to feel
safe in our second home and
know that if a line is ever crossed
our legal system will defend us
till the end.
Sentences for rape need to
be obliged and cases need to
be taken as seriously as that of
many others, as seriously as
manslaughter because when a
woman is raped, her normal life
is taken right from her with a
touch she will never forget.
Follow Diana on Twitter
@dianasj09
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Being the president’s daughter doesn’t make you infallible

HANNAH MOORE
STAFF WRITER
A non-famous, bald-headed person
hitting a car with an umbrella might get
some stares and police intervention at
most, but if this person is a celebrity—
and it was Britney Spears in an infamous
2007 moment—the result is magazines and
online forums flooded with bashing and
gossip about this bizarre behavior.
In American culture, to be human is to
make mistakes—except if you are a public
figure and especially a member of the
United States first family.
But is this double standard fair?
According to a recent New York Post
article titled “Malia Obama Appears To
Be Smoking Pot,” RadarOnline captured
video footage that appeared to show
18-year-old “first daughter” Malia Obama
smoking marijuana at the Chicago stop of

the music festival Lollapalooza. With eyes
closed, the oldest first daughter seems to be
holding a joint to her lips in a blurry image.
The Obamas have not been strangers to
the receiving end of public bashing during
the presidency of Barack Obama, who has
arguably been the most frequent target of
such criticism.
The public has fiercely attacked the
President since he took office in 2009 about
the validity of his birth certificate with
the argument that he was not born in the
United States.
Obama was also criticized for not being
quick enough to visit Louisiana after the
recent flood of the state’s capital.
Despite the status of Malia and her
family in the public eye, she should be
able to live her life without it resulting in a
storm of outrage.
I am not implying that the double
standards against public figures making
mistakes will simply vanish after decades
of existence, but I am not convinced that
they are always fair and justified.
Malia is not the only first kid in history
to engage in rebellious behavior and find
themselves in news headlines because of it.
During George W. Bush’s presidency,

his twin 19-year-old daughters, Jenna and
Barbara, faced misdemeanor charges for
“underage alcohol offenses,” according to
USA Today article “Bush Daughters Cited
in Texas.”
This circumstance, among others, proves
that the Bush daughters also stumbled
through young adulthood.
Their misdemeanor charges directly
refute the argument that every first child
before Malia has been consistently wellbehaved and perfect. To hold her to that
standard is unrealistic.
Much time has passed since the Bush
daughter’s 2001 citations, so any backlash
over the incident has fizzled out.
Whether we admit it or not, we all love to
watch public figures make mistakes. And
once that story is finished, we forget how
upsetting it was and we tune into the next
one. We have the negativity bias, and we
have got it bad.
A Psychology Today piece titled,
“Our Brain’s Negative Bias,” defines the
negativity bias as the brain’s tendency to
be more sensitive to unpleasant news than
to pleasant. This quality of the brain has
evolved to keep humans safe from danger
by guaranteeing the detection of it.

While the negative bias serves as a useful
and at times life-saving mechanism, it can
also hinder the ability of humans to look at
the full context of an event and have a more
balanced perspective.
The criticism of Malia’s music festival
joint-smoking is likely more a reaction
that stems from the brain’s negativity bias
and twisted enjoyment of watching people
in the public eye stumble than a response
that comes from considering similar
events in history and the legitimate danger
of the incident.
Malia should not have to withhold from
typical teenage experimentation just to
avoid the wrath of a public that secretly—
or not-so-secretly—likes to see public
figure flubs play out in the media.
That said, she and other first families will
still face an intense level of scrutiny over
their behaviorally less-than-exemplary
moments, because that is how today’s
culture is. That is, until Kanye West or
Donald Trump say something outrageous
and dominate the day’s top stories.

Follow Hannah on Twitter
@paintitblack89
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International House
Close to campus
U.S. & international students
Safe. Friendly. Homelike.
Intercultural experience.
Wireless Internet access.
Computer lab. Study room.
Well-equipped kitchen.
Pianos and game room.
Assigned parking (fee).
One semester contract.
Apply now!
http://www.sjsu.edu/ihouse/
360 S. 11th St., 408-924-6570

Complete the grid so that every row, column
and 3x3 box contains every digit from 1 to 9
inclusively.

Previous Solutions

May 12

ACROSS
1 Whitman samplers?
6 Mist
11 In good shape
14 Candlelight event
15 Magazine unit
16 Prefix with “gram”
17 Not far from, as
in a race
19 Proofs of age,
briefly
20 Like a wintry
scene
21 Sissy role
23 Former Portuguese coin
26 Worldly, not spiritual
27 Place for linen
28 Expensive
29 Felon’s flight
30 Kingly
32 Religious factions
35 Big name in car
rentals
37 Hangs on a
clothesline
39 Freudian error
40 Fair pavilions,
essentially
42 Atlas enlargement
44 What a geisha
may pull tight
45 Bing
alternative
47 Determined in
advance
49 Accountant’s entry
51 Group
doctrines

52 Elementary
school staples
53 Persona’s counterpart, to Jung
55 Midori of skating
56 Battle in tight quarters
61 Family member,
for short
62 Down on the
pond?
63 Jeweler’s magnifier
64 Ending for “benz”
65 “Bed” or “home”
addition
66 Fashioned into a
sphere
DOWN
1 Plumbing pipe
material, informally
2 Common lubricant
3 Self-important
attitude
4 Wife,
informally (with
“the”)
5 Slim and trim
6 Penthouse feature
7 Like burned briquettes
8 Air pump letters
9 Cup
divisions
10 Censors, as a document
11 Not too far away
12 Home of the Taj
Mahal
13 Immobilizing
shooter

18 Started, as a computer
22 Makes a judicial
decision
23 Extraordinary brilliance
24 Frederick Douglass was one
25 Losing by a nose,
e.g.
26 Shoe
undersides
28 Sir Michael, of
films
31 Question harshly
33 Highest land on
Earth
34 Pig turners
36 Mall tenant
38 Tank type
41 Reporter’s requirements
43 Shaky singing
technique
46 Illuminated like
Victorian streets
48 Inflame with love
49 Leave one’s bed
50 Interrupt,
as a dance
53 On the
Caspian, e.g.
54 Egghead, in stereotypes
57 English I reading,
sometimes
58 Fella relative
59 Gibbon, e.g.
60 Name in a cinematic “excellent
adventure”
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FOOTBALL

Potter is the key to the Spartans’ success
Second year signal-caller will have a new-look offense without Ervin

ONLINE EDITOR
It is back to the field for
the Spartans as they prepare
for the 2016 football season.
Coming off a season that
ended with a dominant win
over Georgia State in the
AutoNation Cure Bowl, the
Spartans begin the journey
with a new look offense and
defense and will try to jump
back into bowl contention for
a second straight year.
Last season, San Jose State
University watched a star be
born in front of their eyes as
running back Tyler Ervin
broke out to have a career
season, which included
rewriting school history
books.
Ervin, now a member of
the Houston Texans, was the
core of the team, providing
consistent run production
and breaking school records
for all-purpose yards in a
single game.
With his workhorse runner
now off to the NFL, head
coach Ron Caragher plans to
lean more on his second year
transfer quarterback Kenny
Potter to lead the offense.
“He (Potter) does a good
job making good decisions
with
the
football,”

Caragher said.
Potter, who started 10 of
the 11 games last season
as a junior, received an All
Mountain West honorable
mention and was the Most
Valuable Player in the
Cure Bowl.
Unlike last year, the
Spartans have their starting
quarterback set on the first
day of training camp and that
has provided a new level of
confidence for the team. This
is the first time the Spartans
have had a bonafide starting
quarterback since David
Fales in 2013.
Caragher said he likes the
idea of a quarterback battle
for a starting spot but is even
more excited to already know
who will be giving the ball to
in the season opener at Tulsa
on September 2.
“It’s nice, that always
becomes a focus when
you have a quarterback
competition,” Caragher said.
“But having a veteran come
back at that position who
knows what he is doing, who
can help teach the younger
players is good to have.”
Potter said he feels
confident and ready to take
on the responsibility of
running the team and taking
on the leadership role.
“I get to take the team under
my wing and show them the
ropes,” Potter said. “Instead
of having to worry about
the competition part of it, I
get to focus on winning and
bringing everyone together.”
The Spartans are looking
to improve on their 5-7

record from a season that
saw some triumphs but more
heartbreaks. The team’s
biggest win came in the bowl
game when they silenced the
critics who said they did not
belong in a bowl because
they were not good enough.
“We have a lot of
momentum coming into
this year, we have a lot of
confidence in our team and
looking into the season
ready to win some games,”
Potter said.
While the team did lose an
impactful group of players
to the NFL and graduation,
Caragher and the rest of the
coaching staff are happy
with the group of guys they
have returning and expect
that that they will teach the
younger players.
“I really like the group of
guys that we have out there,”
Caragher said. “I think we
have a group of really skilled
athletes, starting with the
offensive line, four of the
five guys we have starting up
front are returning guys.”

New - look defense
The biggest change of the
year’s team will be on the
defensive side of the ball. The
Spartans struggled mightily
last season to stop the
opponent’s running game,
which put Potter and the rest
of the offense in a tough spot
to keep up.
To counter the struggles,
SJSU hired Ron English
from Eastern Michigan
University to come in and
take over the defense.

San Jose State University

Welcome Spartans!

“Rushing defense is really
important, that is one area
that we needed to improve,”
Caragher said. “The whole
new defensive staff has done
a terrific job and coach E’s
(Ron English) background
has been very strong against
the run and that is one of the
reasons he is here.”
In both the Spring game
and the scrimmage on
August 20, the defense
has shown new life and a
newfound confidence in
being able to counter any
team’s running attack.
The defense will be led
by captain linebacker
Christian Tago, who is
now in his fifth season
with the Spartans (three
year starter) and will look
to take over the leadership
role after Tony Popovich
completed his career as a
Spartan last season.
“We want to improve as
much as we can in the run
game,” Tago said. “I know
we finished 102 in stopping
the run last year and that
is one thing we have taken
deeply going into camp.”

Running game
Caragher said he plans
on having a running backby-committee to begin the
season and will give more
opportunities to the guys he
sees succeed.
Without Ervin, running
backs such as Malik
Roberson (5’8” 185lbs.) will
be pressed into the spotlight,
looking to take over what
Ervin left behind.
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Redshirt sophomore Tre Hartley hauls in a pass during
training camp as the team prepares for their first game of
the season against Tulsa in Oklahoma on Sep. 3.
“I definitely want to be
a dominant rusher, be
someone they can depend
on in third and short or third
and long to convert and
score,” Roberson said.
Roberson said he learned a
lot working with Ervin last
season and will miss having
him there as a mentor.
“It is hard seeing him gone
since he was such a good
teacher,” Roberson said. “But
I think I learned everything
that he taught me and I feel
like I am able to put it in
motion now.”
The team has its sights set

on facing Tulsa University
on
September
3
in
Oklahoma and the goal for
the team and the players still
remains the same.
“Winning games and
winning the Mountain West
Championship are really the
only goals for this season,”
Potter said.

The Mistry Spot will be
covering the
SJSU football team this
season
Follow Kavin on Twitter
@kavinm95

CEFCU STADIUM - Home of the Spartans

The San Jose State Spartans have long played their home football games at 1257
S 10th St, better known as Spartan Stadium. Starting in Fall 2016, the team will
continue to play their games there but with a new name for the home turf. The
llinois-based credit union CEFCU signed an $8.7 million, 15-year agreement with
the university to rename the stadium.
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Persistence proves key to
opening weekend
BY RYAN VERMONT
SPORTS EDITOR
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A typical soccer match lasts 90 minutes
plus maybe a few extra for stoppages in play.
The defending Mountain West Champions
San Jose State Spartans opened up their
2016 campaign with two games that were
anything but typical.
Both games went on to double overtime.
Predicted to finish second in the
conference by a voting panel of the
league’s 12 head coaches, the Spartans
enter the new season trying to build off of
last season’s accomplishments.
In game one of the 2016 slate the Spartans
were matched up against the tenacious UC
Riverside Highlanders who finished their
2015 season at 11-9.
An overwhelming performance by the
Spartans showed up on the stat sheet but
didn’t provide a shift on the scoreboard.
They dominated the visiting Highlanders,
outshooting them 16-4, nine on target, but
struggled to find the back of the net.
“We created so many opportunities,”
Spartans’ coach Lauren Hanson said. “We
had three breakaway opportunities, you
finish those and the game is 3-0”.
After a scoreless 90 minutes the game
went on to overtime where it was more of
the same for both teams. The Spartans
provided the majority of the attack, while
the Highlanders were pushed back in their
defensive zone.
“I thought we did a fantastic job coming
out with the amount of energy that we had
and we showed a lot of grit today, even in the
overtime,” Hanson said.
Although the game would end in a scoreless
draw after 120 minutes, Hanson said she
was happy with how her team performed in
the opening game on the season.
“A lot of players contributed today and it

was a complete team effort,” Hanson said.
The next game on the schedule was a quick
turnaround for the Spartans as they played
again just two days later on SJSU Football
Practice Field.
The visiting Sacramento State Hornets
came to town after taking down their
first opponent, CSU Bakersfield, by a
score of 2-0.
SJSU and SSU should have been pretty
familiar with each other as they played each
other last season, a game the Spartans won
on the road 2-1.
Just like the game two days prior SJSU
put the pressure on the opponents net. The
Spartans fired eight of their 27 shots on goal
while the Hornets only managed to put three
of their seven shots on frame.
After the 90 minute whistle blew the match
remained scoreless and just like game one of
the season, extra time was to follow.
In the 104th minute of gameplay a
breakthrough finally came off the foot of
senior midfielder Alexis Venegas.
Venegas was left open in the penalty box
and made use of the opportunity she got.
“We definitely deserved the win,” Venegas
said. “We had so many opportunities and
finally that one went in.”
Hanson was proud of how her team
performed after a grueling game days before.
“To come out and win on a Sunday,
especially after double overtime, just
showed a lot of character for our team
today,” Hanson said.
Up next on the schedule the team will hit
the road and head to Boise, Idaho for games
in the Boise State Bronco Tournament,
hosted on the campus of Mountain West
Rival Boise State University.
The team is set to play on Aug. 26 against
UC Irvine and then two days later on the
28th against Seattle University.

Follow Ryan on Twitter
@your_pal_ryan

